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ORDERS OF THE DAY 
Sessional Orders Suspension 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [10.07 am]:  I move without notice - 

That so much of sessional orders be suspended so far as will enable orders of the day to be taken 
between - 

(a) 2.00 pm and 4.15 pm of this day’s sitting and on Wednesday, 17 November 2004; and 

(b) 2.00 pm and 3.45 pm on Friday, 12 November 2004 and Friday, 19 November 2004.  

By way of explanation, this is something the Government has sought in order to facilitate the flow of business in 
the closing two weeks of the session.  It is an option for the House to consider whether the time normally 
dedicated to motions on Wednesdays and to consideration of ministerial statements and committee reports on 
Fridays, should be dedicated to government business.  I have been very pleased to note the support offered by the 
Leader of the Opposition and the other parties to enable the Government to get through its legislative program, 
and we are extremely grateful for that support.  I might add, although it is strictly outside the scope of the 
motion, that the offer that was made yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition to consider an additional week of 
sitting is one that is also gratefully noted by the Government but is not something that I will be putting to the 
House for a decision for some days yet, because I want to go through and see just how much of the backlog of 
legislation we can get through within the two weeks that are scheduled for sitting before we must consider the 
possibility of going on to a third week.  I am pleased with the progress that we are making.  I am hopeful it is a 
decision that we will not have to make for some days yet. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [10.11 am]:  The Opposition 
supports the motion.  As the Leader of the House and the House knows, we agreed to this for the previous two 
weeks, which has made extra time available for government business.  In the event that the Government has 
some more bright ideas, like referendum motions and so on or referendum Bills, which I presume will be coming 
here at some time in the future, we may have to note another week of sitting beyond that which we have offered.  
It is a moveable feast.  I keep getting different lists of Bills that are required to be passed.  I then hear about new 
ideas that arose yesterday.  I merely wonder what will come out today and tomorrow while the Assembly is still 
sitting.  One wonders just how many more weeks we will need to be here to facilitate the Government’s bright 
ideas. 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [10.12 am]:  I will add to the words of the Leader of the Opposition.  I 
can see behind me a substantial pile of what appears to be new legislation.  I believe that the Government’s 
credibility falls down considerably if the Legislative Council is doing its best endeavours to assist in the 
legislative program and the goalposts keep shifting; if the Government keeps saying, “No, we want this.  No, we 
have just thought of another thing.  No, we have had another bright idea for tabloid legislation.”  If Mr McGinty 
could stop putting shock-jock legislation every day, we might have a chance of getting through the 
Government’s list of priority Bills.   

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


